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Abstract

This research focuses on examining the political and legal legacy of the National Democratic
Party members, whose varied activities make them a compelling subject of study. To conduct this
comprehensive research, we analyzed both their work as an informal political group and their
contributions after the party's official formation, exploring the substance and importance of their
political and legal perspectives. The National Democratic Party's creative legacy provides crucial
insights into Georgia's efforts to restore statehood and establish its first democratic republic. Given that
Georgian National Democrats made a clearly visible contribution to shaping the country's legal and
political thought in the early twentieth century, examining their political and legal views across
different institutions highlights the particular importance of this research.

This dissertation aims to examine how the National Democratic Party contributed to
Georgia's independence movement and to analyze the political and legal ideas of party
members who were instrumental in bringing new legal concepts to Georgian jurisprudence.
To accomplish this goal, the research employs well-established methods commonly used in
legal history studies. The formal-logical method enabled us to draw necessary conclusions
from diverse sources of literature. We also made extensive use of comparative-historical and
comparative-legal approaches. A systematic methodology was essential for completing this
work. Among our research techniques, the dialectical method proved particularly valuable, as
it allowed us to study both history and law simultaneously as they evolved together over time.

The first section of this work explores the legal foundations of the origin and growth of
the national democratic movement in 19th-century Georgia. It examines how the National
Democratic Party was officially established after years of active national-political work and
analyzes the content of its political charter. The following section is entirely dedicated to
studying state-related issues through the writings and works of party members. We begin by
presenting how party members understood the essential nature and purpose of the state. A
particularly important component involves analyzing their detailed perspectives on
governmental structure and how Georgian territory should be organized. We also discuss their
stance on declaring independence and restoring Georgian statehood. Using the Treaty of
Alliance as the primary legal framework, we present party members' arguments about why

the Georgian people needed to exercise their right to national self-determination.



Additionally, we examine their views on the importance of gaining international recognition
for Georgia following its independence declaration.

The section on legal views focuses on how National Democratic Party members wanted
to improve Georgian laws, especially through land (Agrarian) reform. They looked to advanced
countries as examples of how to create better legal systems. The party rejected the idea of
making all land government-owned and instead believed private property was crucial for the
country's economy. They created a detailed plan for how the government should take over
land and then distribute it to people. They also had clear ideas about workplace laws and felt
Georgia should follow European socialist approaches to protect workers' rights when creating
new legislation. The National Democrats had strong opinions about the court system and what
changes were needed. They particularly emphasized the importance of independent courts,
explained why temporary courts were necessary, and argued for introducing jury trials. In the
final section, we examine their views on crime and punishment. They opposed the death
penalty, claiming it failed to achieve the intended goals of punishment.

Keywords: self-determination of nations, democratic republic, form of government,

president, property.
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